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HONORING THE 40TH 
ANNIVERSARY OF BLOOMERS 

HON. MIKE THOMPSON 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, July 10, 2017 

Mr. THOMPSON of California. Mr. Speaker, 
I rise today to honor bloomers, a full-service 
floral shop in San Francisco, California, upon 
their 40th Anniversary. 

On July 9, 1977, Patric Powell opened 
bloomers, which offers artistic arrangements 
designed with fresh flowers of exceptional 
quality. bloomers’ reputation for excellent serv-
ice and beautiful arrangements has estab-
lished an incredibly high standard in the flower 
community. Patric and the designers at bloom-
ers have decades of experience choosing 
local flowers and materials to incorporate into 
their designs. 

After many years of cultivating relationships 
in the business, Patric and his employees 
have become good friends with their cus-
tomers and the wider community. Their work 
has brought delight, happiness and pleasure 
to many people over the years. Patric also fre-
quently donates flowers, arrangements and 
gift certificates to local schools, churches and 
charities. 

Making it in the small business universe is 
a challenge for anyone. Establishing a busi-
ness that is successful for 40 years is a testa-
ment to Patric’s business acumen and his wis-
dom in hiring and retaining talented people. 
Success only happens when a great boss 
cares about both his business and the people 
that work for him. Patric is passionate about 
his work and is committed and loyal to his em-
ployees and customers. His employees praise 
Patric as the most kind, generous and dedi-
cated person they know. 

Mr. Speaker, Patric T. Powell and bloomers 
has been providing well-designed floral ar-
rangements to his customers in the Bay Area 
of California for the past 40 years. I am proud 
of this hardworking man and everyone that 
has made bloomers a success over the years. 
It is fitting and proper that we honor them here 
today. 

f 

IN RECOGNITION OF LABOR OF 
LOVE OUTREACH MINISTRIES 
FOR ITS 35 YEARS OF SERVICE 
TO SOUTHEAST MICHIGAN 

HON. DEBBIE DINGELL 
OF MICHIGAN 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, July 10, 2017 

Mrs. DINGELL. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
recognize Labor of Love Ministries for 35 
years of service to the southeast Michigan 
community and the groundbreaking for its new 
building in Pittsfield Township. Labor of Love 
has impacted countless lives through its out-
reach and religious service locally and inter-
nationally. 

Originally founded in 1982 in Ann Arbor, 
Michigan, by a small group of individuals in-
cluding Pastor Hawthorne and First Lady Haw-
thorne, Labor of Love Ministries has grown 
substantially to fulfill its mission of offering reli-
gious and education services to the commu-
nity at large. In addition to holding regular 
prayer services, Labor of Love provides a vari-
ety of additional spiritual, counseling and sup-
port services to meet the needs of its con-
gregation. These include training programs for 
those with individuals with a variety of back-
grounds, as well as mission trips overseas for 
members of the church. Additionally, the 
church organizes charity drives and volunteer 
efforts to assist those in need in nearby com-
munities, and these initiatives have helped 
provide important aid to less fortunate mem-
bers of the congregation and groups in need. 
Collectively, these efforts by Pastor Hawthorne 
and others have helped establish Labor of 
Love as an effective organization that provides 
important services and support throughout the 
community. 

Labor of Love Ministries has provided key 
spiritual guidance and assistance to its con-
gregation and the greater southeast Michigan 
community. Throughout its 35 years, the 
church has continued to grow to meet the 
evolving needs of its members, and its new 
building will allow it to better serve those in 
need while fulfilling its mission of spiritual out-
reach and education. The growth and develop-
ment of Labor of Love Ministries underscores 
its effectiveness in serving the community, and 
it is my hope that the church’s new facilities in 
Pittsfield Township will allow it to strengthen 
its offerings in the coming years. 

Mr. Speaker, I ask my colleagues to join me 
in honoring Labor of Love Ministries for 35 
years of service and religious guidance. The 
organization has had a significant impact 
through its religious and charitable initiatives. 
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HONORING FRANCISCA ‘‘CISCA’’ P. 
TISHER 

HON. MIKE THOMPSON 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, July 10, 2017 

Mr. THOMPSON of California. Mr. Speaker, 
I rise today to honor Francisca ‘‘Cisca’’ P. 
Tisher upon her retirement as a judge on the 
Superior Court of Napa County in California. 
She is retiring after more than 20 years of ju-
dicial experience and service and has been an 
active member of our community for many 
years during her successful career. 

Born in the Netherlands, Judge Tisher emi-
grated with her family at the age of three. She 
received a Bachelor of Arts degree in econom-
ics from the University of California, Davis in 
1974. She went on to earn her Juris Doctorate 
degree in 1980 from the Empire College 
School of Law in Santa Rosa, California, and 
was admitted to the California State Bar later 
that year. 

Prior to her appointment as a judge, Judge 
Tisher specialized in family law. She and her 
husband Tim have three children, so she 
worked hard to balance her family life and her 
career. In 1993, she received the Pro Bono 
Attorney of the Year Award for Napa County. 

Judge Tisher was appointed to the Napa 
County Superior Court by California Governor 
Pete Wilson in 1995, becoming the first female 
judge on the court. She served as the pre-
siding judge from 2006 to 2008. Over her 22 
years as a judge, Judge Tisher ruled on many 
cases on a variety of topics. For Judge Tisher, 
no case was trivial, and every case mattered 
and was important to the parties involved. 

In addition to her work in the judiciary, 
Judge Tisher has been an active member of 
the Napa community. She has served on sev-
eral boards, including the Napa Valley Domes-
tic Violence and Prevention Board and the 
Napa Valley Activity Center Board. Judge 
Tisher is a compassionate and determined in-
dividual, and she has made a tremendous im-
pact on Napa County. 

Mr. Speaker, Francisca ‘‘Cisca’’ P. Tisher 
has led a long career in our community’s judi-
cial system. She is an active member of our 
community. Therefore, it is fitting and proper 
that we honor her here today and extend our 
best wishes for an enjoyable retirement. 
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HONORING THE BIRTHDAY OF HIS 
HOLINESS THE XIV DALAI LAMA 

HON. SALUD O. CARBAJAL 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, July 10, 2017 

Mr. CARBAJAL. Mr. Speaker, today I rise to 
celebrate the 82nd birthday of His Holiness 
the XIV Dalai Lama, Tenzin Gyatsu. Born on 
July 6th, 1935 to a farming family in North-
eastern Tibet, His Holiness was recognized as 
the reincarnation of the previous Dalai Lama 
at the age of two. 

Unlike previous Dalai Lamas, His Holiness 
has visited the west many times to speak with 
religious and political leaders on the impor-
tance of understanding and respect among 
faiths. His efforts toward peace and universal 
values of tolerance and compassion earned 
him the Nobel Peace Prize in 1989. 

My district has had the honor of hosting His 
Holiness four times to speak at my Alma 
Mater, the University of California, Santa Bar-
bara. The University has now established a Ti-
betan Studies endowment in his honor, the 
XIV Dalai Lama Endowed Chair in Tibetan 
Buddhism and Cultural Studies. 

His Holiness the Dalai Lama’s commitment 
to preserving Tibetan culture, and his teach-
ings which promote respect for human rights 
and non-violent solutions are invaluable les-
sons for the world. 

Mr. Speaker, I am honored to join with the 
global religious community in wishing the 
XIVth Dalai Lama a very happy birthday. 
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